Chapter 8  Notes
Chapter 8 Section 1

Farming, Mining, and Ranching

· Unpredictable and challenging conditions

· Dry farming – planting crops that do not require a lot of watering

· Increase in inventions

· Bonanza Farms – controlled by large businesses and managed by professionals; specialized in single cash crops

· Problem of Debt – farmers produce too much and prices fall

· Boom and Bust on the Mining Frontier

· Gold  - Pikes Peak or Bust and Silver - Comstock Lode

· Mining Techniques – placer mining – shoveled dirt into boxes and ran water over it causing the minerals to sink to the bottom; Mines dry up quickly

Chapter 8 Section 2
Lands for Settlement

Pacific Railway Act of 1862 and 1864 - gives railroad companies 10 square miles of public land on each side of the track for every mile of track laid

· Railroads would sell land to make a profit

Morrill Land-Grant Act – created to provide support for colleges; fed gov. distributes land to state gov. so they could sell land to fund colleges

Homestead Act – offered 160 acres of land to anyone who met the following criteria:

1. 21 or head of family

2. American citizens of immigrants who had applied for citizenship

3. Pay a 10 dollar registration fee

4. Build a house and live on the claim at least 6 mnths/year

5. Had to farm land for 5 consecutive years before they could own

 Settlers Work Together

· Relied on rain for water for drinking, bathing, cooking (often carried “prairie fever” or typhoid)

· Backbreaking labor, men spent months away from their families, women made most of the clothing and preserved food

African Americans – thousands move west to escape violence that followed Reconstruction

· Benjamin “Pap” Singleton leads a group of Exodusters to west

· Could not completely escape racial hatred

· Had difficulty growing new crops

A Frontier for Women
· Women often spend time alone making sure squatters stayed off the land

· Gained right to vote in Syracuse and Argonia, Kansas

· Syracuse elects first all-female town council

· Argonia elects first female mayor

· Wyoming – first constitution to grant women’s suffrage

Chapter 8 Section 3
The Indian Wars
· Settlers believe they have greater right to land because they produced more money from it

· Indians want to continue living on their land as they had done

· Many agree to live in reservations

· Navajo and Apache Wars – forced Indians on to reservations or killed in battle

· Cheyenne devastated by Colonel John M. Chivington’s massacre of men, women, and children at Sand Creek

· First Sioux War triggered by construction of road through Sioux lands

· Second Sioux War began when gov. allows miners to go into Black Hills in search of gold

· Sioux join Chief Sitting Bull and leave Black Hills reservation

· Battle of Little Big Horn – Lieutenant Colonel George Custer defeated by group of Sioux

· Govt. floods the region with troops and drive out Sioux

· Massacre at Wounded Knee – while Indians surrender, soldiers open fire killing more than 200 unarmed Sioux

Native Cultures Destroyed

· Many people discriminated against Indians

· Fed govt. slaughtered buffalo to wipe out Indians’ food source

· Some wanted to civilize Indians

· Dawes Act – gave lands to Native Americans, but many didn’t want it

Fate of Indian Territory

· Congress allows settlers into Indian Territory to settle

· Boomers and Sooners created Oklahoma territory

