Chapter 12 Notes
Imperialism – stronger nations attempt to create empires by dominating weaker nations—economically, politically, culturally, and militarily

· Late 1800s marks height of European imperialism

· Why imperialism grew

1. Economic factors – growth of industry, need for natural resources

2. Nationalist factors – competition

3. Military factors – better military technology

4. Humanitarian factors – spread blessings of Western civilization including law, medicine, and religion
· Europe leads the way

The United States and Imperialism
· Anglo-Saxonism – idea that the English speaking nations were superior

· 1867 Secretary of State Seward bought Alaska from Russia

· 1875   U.S. allows Hawaii to sell sugar in U.S. duty free

· Promote economic growth – Americans producing more than they could consume

· Protect American security – U.S. needs powerful navy to protect from foreign rivals

· Preserving American spirit – need to restore pioneer spirit and spread influence to other peoples around the world

· Public opinion warms to the idea of expansionism

· 3 main areas to expand to – Latin America, Pacific islands, and China

The Spanish American War

· U.S. plays and active role in several diplomatic and military conflicts in Latin America

· The Cuban Rebellion – Cuba rebels against Spain; Spain puts Cubans into guarded camps

· U.S. is pressured to get involved; yellow journalism exaggerates events in Cuba

· Jingoism – desire for an aggressive foreign policy

· President McKinley moves U.S.S. Maine into Havana Harbor to protect Americans from riots

· Maine explodes on Feb. 15, 1898, kills 266 Americans

· McKinley recognizes Cuban independence and declares war on Spain

· First fighting takes place in Philippines in Manila Bay where U.S. destroys Spain’s Pacific fleet

· Teddy Roosevelt leads Rough Riders up San Juan Hill where they force Spanish to retreat/surrender

· U.S. signs Treaty of Paris with Spain – Spain gives Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico to the U.S.

After the War
· Dilemma in the Philippines – 3 year war between U.S. and Filipino rebels; Philippines do not gain full independence until 1946

· Fate of Cuba and Puerto Rico- Cuba becomes independent with agreement that Cuba doesn’t enter into any foreign agreements; Puerto Rico granted U.S. citizenship in 1917

· Hawaii – Queen Liliuokalani removed from throne by Sanford B. Dole and Hawaii is annexed by U.S.

· Samoa – split between U.S. and Germany

· Open Door policy to China – all have access to China’s consumers

Expansion Under Roosevelt and Taft
· U.S. gains control of Panama isthmus and builds Panama canal
· Roosevelt Corollary – U.S. only wants “to see neighboring countries stable, orderly, and prosperous” 
· Under Roosevelt, U.S. involvement in Latin America becomes common
· Taft’s Dollar diplomacy – hoped to maintain orderly societies by increasing American investment in foreign economies; trading dollars for bullets
Anti-Imperialists 
· Violates moral and political right to liberty for all
· U.S. has other difficulties to worry about at home
· Feared absorption of people of more races
· Too many costs for U.S.
· Laborers coming from newly annexed territory would compete for jobs
Imperialists Appeal
· Keep from losing competitive edge

· Economic advantages with growing markets

· Great White Fleet – to prove naval power

Two Sides of Imperialism
· Many rejected Americans help because of discrimination

· Many countries turn to U.S. for help

