Chapter 10 NOTES

Chapter 10 Section 1

The Immigrant Experience
· Many immigrants came fleeing crop failure, shortages of land and jobs, rising taxes, famine, and religious of political persecution

· Between 1865-1920 30 million people immigrate to U.S.

· Most immigrants traveled as steerage in bad conditions

· Between 1865 and 1890 most came from northern European countries: 2.8 million from Germany, 1.8 million from Great Britain, and 1.4 million from Ireland

· Between 1890 and 1920 most came from eastern Europe and the Middle East (Italians, Greeks, Slavs, Russians, Jews, and Armenians)

· Immigrants came to Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Asians came through San Francisco and Seattle; 70% of immigrants came through New York City a.k.a. the Golden Door

Immigrants from Europe

· Ellis Island – huge reception center for steerage passengers; in New York City near Statue of Liberty

· Physical Exams – those with contagious diseases were quarantined or deported

· Where Immigrants settled – Poles and Italians went to Cleveland, Detroit, Buffalo, and Milwaukee

Immigrants from Asia

· Entered through West Coast ports

· Differences made them targets of suspicion and hostility

· Worked on railroads, worked through labor contracts

· Chinese Exclusion Act – prohibited Chinese laborers from entering the country

· Angel Island – in San Francisco, similar to Ellis Island

· Japanese did not compete for union jobs as Chinese did

· San Francisco segregates schools for Chinese, Japanese, and Koreans

· Theodore Roosevelt signs Gentlemen’s Agreement – desegregate schools and end Japanese passports to laborers

· Webb Alien Land Law – banned alien Asians from owning farmland

Immigration from Mexico
· Newlands National Reclamation Act – promote irrigation of southwestern lands

· Increase in the number of Mexican immigrants with Mexican Revolution in 1910

· 10% of Mexico’s population came to U.S.

· Immigration Restriction Act of 1921 - limited immigration from Europe and Asia

Controlling Immigration and Behavior

· Nativism reappears

· American Protective Association – targeted immigration, and called for a teaching of only American culture and English language in schools, and tighter rules for citizenship and employment of aliens 
· Immigration Restriction League – hoped to exclude immigrants by requiring them to pass literacy tests
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From Farms to Cities

· 11 million Americans left farms to head for cities

· Less demand for manual labor on farms

· Percentage living on farms fell from 72% to 54%

· African Americans migrate to cities and out of South

How Cities Grew

· Public horse-drawn carriages allow people to move into suburbs

· 1868 – elevated trains in NYC, 1873 - Cable cars in San Francisco, 1888 - electric trolleys in Richmond, VA, 1897 - subway trains in Boston, and finally the automobile in 1893

· Skyscrapers – Chicago’s Home Insurance Company building - 1st skyscraper in 1885

· Elevators – Elisha Graves Otis – invented a safety device that made passenger elevators possible

Urban Living Conditions
· Many workers lived in Tenements – low-cost apartment buildings designed to house as many families as possible

· Slums – rundown areas where hundreds of people were crammed in 

· Fires were a major concern

· Great Chicago Fire of 1871 – 18,000 buildings, killed 250 people, left 100,000 homeless

· Diseases and epidemics – cholera, malaria, tuberculosis, typhoid, yellow fever…etc.

· Ghettos – area in which one ethnic or racial group dominated

· “Little Italy”  - to have sense of comfort  and “Chinatown” – to isolate from threats

· Restrictive covenants – agreements among homeowners not to sell real estate to certain groups of people

Results of City Growth

· Raise taxes and set up offices to improve police and fire protection, sewage disposal, transportation systems, health care, and electrical and water service

· Political machines – unofficial city organization designed to keep a particular party in power and usually headed by a single “boss”; exchanged favors

· William Marcy Tweed – a.k.a. “Boss Tweed” controlled Tammany Hall, a political club in NYC
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· Gilded – “covered with a thin layer of gold”

· Gilded Age – thin but glittering layer of prosperity covered the poverty and corruption of much of society

· Prosperity for industrialists hides the problems of immigrant, laborers, and farmers

Business of Politics

· Most Americans accepted this laissez-faire when it benefited them

· Business giants supported friendly politicians with money 

· Spoils system – elected officials appoint friends into govt. jobs regardless of qualifications
Opposing Political Parties

Republicans – industrialists, bankers, and farmers (North and upper Midwest)

1. tight money supply backed by gold

2. generous pensions for Union soldiers

3. govt. aid to railroads

4. strict limits on immigration

5. high tariffs to protect American business

6. enforcement, or blue laws, regulations that prohibited certain private activities (i.e. drinking alcohol on Sundays)

Democrats – less privileged in society; Northern urban immigrants, laborers, southern planters, and western farmers

1. increased money supply backed by silver

2. lower tariffs on imported goods

3. higher farm prices

4. less government aid to big business

5. fewer blue laws

· Hayes fights the spoils system by electing qualified political independents to hold Cabinet posts; fired employees that were not needed

· Weakened the Republican party; split into 3 groups

1. Stalwarts – defended spoils system

2. Half-Breeds – wanted to reform spoils system

3. Independents – opposed spoils system

· James A. Garfield (half-breed) wins election of 1880

· Garfield assassinated 1881 by a mentally unstable lawyer named Charles Guiteau, a stalwart

· V.P. Chester Arthur becomes president and ends spoils system

· Pendleton Civil Service Act of 1883 – created a Civil Service Commission, which classified govt. jobs and tested applicants for them; also stated that federal employees could not be required to contribute to campaign funds and could not be fired for political reasons.

· Democrats take power in election of 1884

· Cleveland is first Democrat to be president since 1856

Regulating Railroads

· Munn V. Illinois gives states power to regulate certain businesses within their borders

· Wabash case says only fed govt. has power to regulate interstate commerce

· Interstate Commerce Act – regulate practices of and rates set by railroads, set up Interstate Commerce Commission

Popular Amusements in the late 1800s

· Saloons were the most popular; most customers were men

· Women went to dance halls and cabarets

· Trolley Parks – amusement parks

· Motion Pictures – The Great Train Robbery
· Vaudeville – inexpensive variety show of live theatrical performance

· Sports – boxing, horseracing, baseball (most popular), ice skating, bicycling

· Newspapers – yellow journalism – sensationalized news  of murders, vice, and scandal

· Magazines – McClure’s Cosmopolitan, and Munsey’s

· Popular Fiction – The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn
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· Prohibition – new temperance movement (Prohibition Party, Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, and Anti-saloon League) opposed drinking

· Anti-vice purity crusaders – tried to rid communities of drugs, gambling, prostitution…etc.

Helping the Needy 
· Charity Organization Movement – New York Charity Organization Society (COS) founded by Josephine Shaw Lowell

· Social Gospel Movement – within religious institutions

· Settlement Movement – reformers moved into poor neighborhoods and set up child-care centers, playgrounds, camps and health-care centers etc.

The Growth of Public Schools

· 1870 only 2% of 17-year-olds graduated from high school

· Most American children acquired basic skills and then went on to work in industries

· By 1900, 32 states pass child labor laws

· 1910 60% of American children attend school

· Immigrants value education for assimilation and literacy

· Some immigrants resisted Americanization to keep traditions

· Segregation causes uneven support for schools

Higher Education Expands
· Between 1880 and 1900, 250 new colleges and universities open

· Few families could afford to send their children to college

· Educators and Philanthropists establish private women’s colleges – 1st is NY’s Vassar College

· Schools pressured to admit women, but instead some founded separate schools for women; Coeducation increases

· Most scholarships go to men, so women have difficulty getting a college education

· Some parents feared that college  made daughters too independent or “unmarriageable”

· Some colleges accepted African Americans – Oberlin, Bates and Bowdoin

· Some separate colleges for African Americans – Atlanta, Fisk, Hampton Institute

· Most African American colleges accepted men and women

Booker T. Washington

· Born into slavery

· Graduate of Hampton Institute

· Encouraged African Americans to put aside fight for political equality and instead focus on education

· Invited to White House by Theodore Roosevelt

· Consulted by whites about race relations

W.E.B. Du Bois
· 1st African American to earn a Ph.D. from Harvard

· Led the Niagara Movement – called for full civil liberties, end to racial discrimination, recognition of human brotherhood

· Member of the NAACP

