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Course Overview:
Advanced Placement (AP) curriculum is designed to give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. The course will require students to master historical and analytic skills, including; chronological and spatial thinking, historical research and interpretation. Students will evaluate viewpoints presented through major print and electronic media, understand statistical data and analyze trends related to significant political events. The course will also emphasize preparation and intensive study towards the AP U.S. Gov’t & Politics exam.

Course Texts & Reading Materials:

1. Government in America; People, Politics, and Policy AP 16th ED. 2014
2. The Lanahan Readings in American Polity by Ann Serow and Everett Ladd.

Course Supplies:

· Each student will need the following personal items for this class:

3 Ring Binder w/ Tab Dividers (3” binder at least)

Required Texts (Textbook, Lanham Reader, etc…), Case Studies
Classroom Rules / Policy:


1.   Be on time to class EVERYDAY!


2.   Be prepared to learn and/or participate in class activities and class discussions.

3.   Be respectful of course material, classmates, teachers, and guests that will be in our presence. 
4.   Do 100% of your own work.  Under no circumstances will cheating, copying, or plagiarism 

      of any kind be tolerated in this class.  Unauthentic work will result in an automatic zero, and    

      will warrant immediate attention from both parents and administration.
Homework / Grading Policies:

· Readings / Homework:

In order to be successful in this college-level course, you must complete all readings and assignments prior to class discussions.  Course readings are substantial and essential to your success in the class, as they will figure prominently in quizzes and examinations.
· Writing:

Writing is an integral part of academic success in the AP program.  Students will be expected to utilize writing strengths, and work tirelessly to improve upon existing weaknesses.  Writing assignments may include (but are not limited to) Supreme Court Briefs, Transactive Pieces, AP Free-Response Essays, Political Research Analysis Papers, etc…

· Grades:

Grades are accumulated from Tests, Quizzes, Homework Assignments, Papers / Projects, Portfolio Entries and In-Class Activities   Pop Quizzes may also be given at any time.

· Late Work:
Due to the collegiate level of this course, I will not accept late work unless special circumstances apply.  Students must make arrangements (and receive permission) prior to submission of late work.

· Student Attendance & Absences:
Attendance must be a top priority for all AP Gov’t students.  It is YOUR responsibility to get class notes and all additional work if you are absent.
Mr. Burke’s Tips O’ Success:

1.   Take Notes & Pay Attention! 


2. Ask Questions! And if I, We, Can’t answer it – we WILL find the answer!
3. Complete ALL Assignments on Time!  

4. Stay Organized!

5.   STUDY, STUDY, STUDY!
Course Outline :
· Unit I - Constitutional Foundation of U.S. Government


(6 weeks)
- Considerations that influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution.

- Separation of powers / Checks & Balances.

- Federalism & its role in government.
- Theories of democratic government.


Chapter 1: (Edwards, Lineberry & Wattenberg)  Introduction to American Government (p. 2-27)


Chapter 2:  The Constitution (p. 28-65)



Chapter 3:  Federalism (p. 66-95)


UNIT 1 EXAM – (60 multiple choice questions, 2 free response items)

· Unit II - Political  Beliefs and Behaviors




(5 weeks)

- Beliefs that citizens hold about their government and its leaders 

- Processes by which citizens learn about politics 

- The nature, sources, and consequences of public opinion 

- The ways in which citizens vote and otherwise participate in political life 

- Factors that influence citizens to differ from one another in terms of political
Chapter 6:   Public Opinion & Political Action (p. 176-209)


Chapter 7:  The Mass Media & the Political Agenda (p. 210-237)



Chapter 11:  Interest Groups (p. 322-351)


UNIT 2 EXAM – (60 multiple choice questions, 2 free response items)

· Unit III - Political  Parties, Campaigns & Elections



(5 weeks)

- Role of Political parties and elections.

- Impact of Interest groups, including political action committees (PACs). 

- The mass media’s influence on the political structure.

Chapter 8:   Political Parties (p. 238-265)



Chapter 9:  Nominations & Political Campaigns (p. 266-295)



Chapter 10:  Voting & Elections (p. 296-321)


UNIT 3 EXAM – (60 multiple choice questions, 2 free response items)
· Unit IV – Congress, the Presidency, and Bureaucracy



(6 weeks)




- The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power.



- Relationships among these four institutions, and varying balances of power.




- Development of each branch over history, and the impact of each on the political structure.
Chapter 12:   Congress (p. 352-389)



Chapter 13:  The Presidency and the Public Agenda (p. 390-433)



Chapter 14 & 15:  The Bureaucracy [& Budget]  (p. 434-501)



UNIT 4 EXAM – (60 multiple choice questions, 2 free response items)
· Unit V – The Judiciary, Civil Liberties & Civil Rights



(5 weeks)




- The major formal and informal institutional arrangements of power




- The development of civil liberties and civil rights by judicial interpretation 



- The impact of the Fourteenth Amendment on the constitutional development of rights and liberties
Chapter 16:   The Federal Court System (p. 502-539)



Chapter 4:  Civil Liberties (p. 96-137)



Chapter 5:  Civil Rights (p. 138-175)
UNIT 5 EXAM – (60 multiple choice questions, 2 free response items)
· Unit VI – Public Policy & AP EXAM REVIEW



(5 weeks)

- Policy making in a federal system 

- The formation of policy agendas 

- The role of institutions in the enactment of policy 

- The role of the bureaucracy and the courts in policy implementation and interpretation
Chapter 17-20:   Public Policy (p. 540-649 excerpts)

· Economic Policy

· Social Welfare Policy

· Environmental Policy

· National Security Policy
AP EXAM REVIEW:
Review each major unit content




Review study texts (Barons, Princeton, Peterson’s)




2 Full Length Practice Exams (1999, 2002)






- 60 multiple choice questions / 4 free response
